


This project was conceived at a meeting convened by William Penn Foundation to
discuss unifying the communications advocacy work of different interests working on
these issues.



But first, we want to show why we do this kind of research:









So, what do people know and believe about obesity?

People believe it is true that there is an EPIDEMIC — SHARED PROBLEM — HEALTH
CARE COSTS —

CROSSES CLASS LINES



They see NO contradiction between obesity and hunger or poverty — they understand
the relationship very well.



Most frequently mentioned cause of obesity -FAST FOOD,

Then LACK OF EXERCISE

EDUCATION, ACCESS — Applies to existence of supermarkets in under-served
neighborhoods — Aware and approving of new markets in Philadelphia.



How do people think of hunger?



The word Hunger often triggers 3" world images — contrasts to American hunger,
which is hidden
“Food insecurity” makes instant sense to people
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Waste is bad, and comes to mind immediately
But discussion of “the hungry” quickly goes the other way
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These negatives hold across political orientation and economic status
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Urban legend
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Anger and suspicion at food stamps in particular, not government food assistance
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In a post-discussion survey, twenty of fifty respondents reported that they or a family
member have received food assistance at some time. Many report that they have
volunteered in a food drive or other assistance effort, and all say they have donated
food or money for food drives.
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Focus on delivery institutions and volunteers — church, etc
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Knowing what to buy and how to fix it is perceived as a need of the poor, and
CROSSES CLASS LINES: Concerns about food safety and nutrition generally -- people
shop for convenience, but. Not only for convenience.
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Everyone is well aware of food recalls, samonella outbreaks, e coli etc.
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Farmers markets are appreciated. Their use is based on location, hours and
convenience. All things being equal everyone likes farmers markets, but few use
them often.
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Very strong positives on this
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Organic does not mean better — concerns about foreign production, the spinach
contamination,
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College educated groups, no idea what this means... “year around farming,” “Israeli
desert agriculture,” “longer shelf life for food,” “new kinds of food products.”
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Want to buy local and keep farmland because it’s good for the community and local
economy.

Same values apply to all the issues we discussed with these groups, and of all these
values, the most frequently evoked seems to be Security
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Transportation and processing, production standards
Environmental effects, health consequences — people readily see the connections
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Because voters see the connections, solutions can be presented in terms of those
connections
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Explain hierarchy —
Will begin with context, which we believe is the food system, getting a clearer picture

than that little diagram
Not seeking to answer that task now — time for questions about the research

findings ?7?
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